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GRH and Supportive Housing 

 
Providers of supportive housing developed to end long-term homelessness will be able to access 
Group Residential Housing (GRH) payments on behalf of some residents to pay for their rent.  
Supportive housing to end long-term homelessness for the purpose of registering as Housing 
with Services is defined as “a supportive housing establishment funded in whole or in part with 
funds provided specifically as part of the plan to end long-term homelessness” by Minnesota 
Housing.  This requirement is interpreted to include any funding that the agency provides to 
projects to reduce long-term homelessness, including capital funding and rental assistance 
funding. 
 
If a supportive housing provider for the long-term homeless is willing to make available two or 
more supportive services as defined in the statute language below, the housing would be eligible 
to register as “Housing with Services” with the Minnesota Department of Health.  If registered, 
the supportive housing would be eligible to enter into a GRH agreement with the county in 
which the housing is located.  The GRH agreement would cover as many of the units in the 
building as determined appropriate by the provider and the county. 
 
A GRH agreement with a county would allow residents eligible for GRH to receive rent support 
of $757 per month for the current state fiscal year.  This payment would be paid on their behalf 
to their supportive housing service provider.  The service provider is subsequently responsible 
for the rental payment, utilities, and household supplies.  Clients relocating to supportive housing 
from “shelters” that currently receive GRH service payments (Ramsey, Dakota and Hennepin 
Counties only) would have an additional $487.13 available to pay for needed services.  This 
payment could continue until a resident is eligible for mainstream Medical Assistance funding. 
 
144D.01 Definitions. 
 
Subd. 4.    Housing with services establishment or establishment.  (a) 
"Housing with services establishment" or "establish ment" means:  
    (2) an establishment that registers under secti on 144D.025 .  
 
Subd. 5.    Supportive services.  "Supportive services"  means help with 
personal laundry, handling or assisting with person al funds of residents, or 
arranging for medical services, health-related serv ices, social services, or 
transportation to medical or social services appoin tments.  Arranging for 
services does not include making referrals, assisti ng a resident in 
contacting a service provider of the resident's cho ice, or contacting a 
service provider in an emergency.  
 
Subd. 6.    Health-related services.  "Health-related services" include 
professional nursing services, home health aide tas ks, and home care aide 
tasks identified in Minnesota Rules, parts 4668.0100 , subparts 1 and 2; and 
4668.0110 , subpart 1; or the central storage of medication f or residents.   

 
The eligibility requirements for GRH are stringent.  A person has to be aged, blind, or adult 
disabled as defined by the criteria used by the Social Security Administration to determine 

http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/data/revisor/statutes/2004/144D/025.html
http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/arule/4668/0100.html
http://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/arule/4668/0110.html
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eligibility for Supplemental Security Income.  Or, a client has to be eligible for Minnesota 
General Assistance (GA) due to a short or long-term disability that prevents the person from 
working.  The GA eligibility is determined by the person’s county of residence. 
 
The statutory changes that were made to allow supportive housing to register as housing with 
services and subsequently become eligible for a GRH agreement with their host county are the 
following.  The first states the criteria to be met to register as housing with services. 
 
144D.025 Optional registration.  
   An establishment that meets all the requirements  of this chapter except 
that fewer than 80 percent of the adult residents a re age 55 or older , or a 
supportive housing establishment funded in whole or in part with funds 
provided specifically as part of the plan to end long-term homelessness 
required under Laws 2003, chapter 128, article 15, section 9, may, at its 
option, register as a housing with services establi shment. 
 

This second statutory change authorizes GRH payments to be made to a registered supportive 
housing provider. 
 
256I.04 Subd. 2a. License required.  A county agency may not enter into 
an agreement with an establishment to provide group  residential housing 
unless:  
  
3) The establishment is registered under chapter 14 4D and provides three 
meals a day, or is an establishment voluntarily registered under section 
144D.025 as a supportive housing establishment. 
 
(4) An establishment voluntarily registered under section 144D.025 other than 
a supportive housing establishment under clause (3) is not eligible to 
provide group residential housing.  
 
   The requirements under clauses (1), (2), (3), and (4) do not apply to 
establishments exempt from state licensure because they are located on Indian 
reservations and subject to tribal health and safet y requirements. 

 
This last statutory change applies only to existing homeless shelters that have a GRH 
Supplementary Service Rate.  These shelters are located in Ramsey, Dakota and Hennepin 
Counties. 
 
256I.05 Monthly rates.  
 Subd. 1g. Supplementary service rate for certain facilities.  On or 
after July 1, 2004, a county agency may negotiate a supplementary service 
rate for recipients of assistance under section 256I.04, Subd. 1, paragraph 
(b) who relocate from a homeless shelter licensed and registered prior to 
December 31, 1996, by the Minnesota department of health under section 
157.17, to a supportive housing establishment developed and funded in whole 
or in part with funds provided specifically as part of the plan to end long-
term homelessness required under Laws 2003, chapter 128, article 15, section 
9, not to exceed $456.75. 
 

To determine which projects have been funded by the MHFA and meet the criteria to register as 
housing with services with the Department of Health, they are listed on the MHFA website at: 
http://www.mnhousing.gov/idc/groups/public/documents/document/mhfa_004808.pdf  

http://www.mnhousing.gov/idc/groups/public/documents/document/mhfa_004808.pdf
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County Financial Worker Supervisors: 
 
To enter this new category of GRH vendor in MAXIS, a separate code has been developed to 
enter into the Vendor File Maintenance (VND2) panel.  For Supportive Housing to end long-
term homeless registered as Housing with Services, the number 26 has to be entered into the 
“Exempt Reason” field on the VND2 panel.  The Health Department License Code will be 
number 09, which is the same for all vendors registered as Housing with Services.  All other 
fields are to be filled in as appropriate. 
 
Note: This category of GRH eligible housing will not provide meals since clients will be living 
in their own apartments.  GRH clients will be eligible for Food Support and are to be advised to 
apply for Food Support by county case managers if referring the client to this type of GRH 
housing. 
 
Questions about the registration and GRH agreements with the listed projects should be directed 
to Duane Elg at 651-431-3843 or email at duane.elg@state.mn.us  
 

mailto:duane.elg@state.mn.us
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